
 James F. Doughty School 
 Connecting with Our Students Through Reading and Discussion 

 Family event January 12, 2023 

 December 2022 

 Dear James F. Doughty students, families, and friends, 

 We are thrilled to share that we will return to a favorite Doughty tradition of 
 hosting a dinner and book discussion to be held the evening of Thursday, January 
 12, 2023 from 5:00 to 7:30 PM. Students will receive a plan of the evening's 
 events once they sign up. 

 We have chosen the book,  Across the Desert  , by the wonderful author Dusti 
 Bowling, as it is one of this year’s Maine Student Book Award nominees, but most 
 importantly tells the story of a twelve-year-old girl, Jolene, who has to bear the weight and responsibility 
 of caring for her mother at home, but suddenly someone else who she admires greatly also needs her 
 help. 

 School Library Journal  offered the following review: 
 “Twelve-year-old  Jolene  is  used  to  taking  care  of  herself.  Ever  since  a  car  accident  severely  injured 
 her  mother  and  caused  her  slide  into  opioid  addiction,  Jolene  is  alternately  upset  with  and  fiercely 
 protective  of  her,  despite  their  descent  into  poverty  and  occasional  homelessness.  She  takes  refuge 
 from  the  Phoenix  heat  in  the  library  each  day,  where  she  reserves  travel  books,  draws  maps, 
 researches  remarkable  female  pioneers,  and  follows  livestreamer  Addie  Earhart's  aerial  adventures. 
 Addie  is  grieving  the  loss  of  her  father  and  flying  their  ultralight  plane  alone  in  the  desert  without 
 her  mother's  knowledge,  and  the  lonely  pair  strike  up  a  connection.  When  Addie  crash  lands  and 
 the  impact  cuts  off  the  feed,  Jolene  can't  get  anyone  to  go  search  for  her.  She  has  a  pretty  good  idea 
 of  where  Addie  might  be,  and,  realizing  she's  the  only  one  who  knows  about  the  accident, 
 scrounges  meager  supplies  and  sets  out  by  bus  to  find  her.  Luckily  for  Jolene,  she  meets  17-year-old 
 Marty  on  her  journey,  and  the  two  end  up  searching  for  Addie  together.  Jolene's  voice  is  instantly 
 compelling,  making  suspending  disbelief  at  the  unique  and  dangerous  scenario  quite  easy.  The 
 tension  ratchets  up  insidiously  as  the  desert  heat  rises  and  time  seems  to  keep  running  out. 
 Alongside  the  budding  friendships,  the  depiction  of  parental  addiction  is  utterly  realistic  and 
 heartbreaking. The book's dedication, "For you, the child of an addict, I see you," says it all.” 

 We hope many of our students who choose to read the book or have the opportunity to hear it read aloud 
 in their classroom will be available to attend a special event the evening of Thursday, January 12th, as we 
 dine on a light supper together and discuss the book in small groups. We will then meet the book’s 
 author, Dusti Bowling, via Zoom, allowing everyone an opportunity to ask the author a question about 
 this incredible story. We encourage families and friends to read this story along with their child(ren), as 
 reading together often motivates middle schoolers to finish the books they’ve started. 

 Please feel free to contact Mrs. Patterson, JFDS Librarian, with any questions at 
 lpatterson@bangorschools.net, or call the school at 941-6220. 
 See page 2 for information on how to register for this event. 



 Please ask your child to return this form by December 16th to 
 participate in the family book discussion evening on Thursday, 
 January 12th. 

 Parents and Guardians, 

 Student’s name: _______________________________________________ 

 Parent/Guardian signature: ______________________________________ 
 Parent/Guardian contact information: 

 Phone: ______________________   Email: _______________________________________ 

 Other details: 
 -  Students are asked to bring a guest with them that evening, and  we encourage 

 guests to also read the book if possible  . 

 -  Once students return this permission form, they will receive a copy of the book that 
 will be theirs to keep! 

 Check  ALL  that apply: 

 ____  Yes, please sign up my child for the dinner and discussion on January 12, 2023. 

 They will bring the following guest (16 yrs. or older): ____________________________ 

 Student’s relationship with guest: _____________________________________________ 

 ____  My child and/or guest has the following dietary restrictions: ______________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____  We would require a ride to school that evening.* 
 * It is our hope to have a bus that can transport those who require a ride, but this offer is 
 still in the planning stages. 


