
o: ccciAc
ELA



e

‘ p 1
-( ..ex 1

-j .j

A
I

%_

i
0 4

4

S

a I



* tesson19
—

W4.nL14J

‘) aperturø appratas catalog centrifuge cbmpon&flSb
gaugc- Øtrator laser mechanism prism

Galileo, Newton, and Edisonwould have envied the resources available
to modern scientists. New equipment can detect one part of phosphorous
in a billion parts of aluminum. High-powered telescopes can see rocks
and craters on planets millions of miles away. Atom trackers can chart
the behavior of subatomic particles, the words in this lesson deal with
objects and instruments used in science.

1. aperture (áp’ar-char) noun from Latin aperire, “to open”
a. An adjustable opening in an instrument, such as a camera, that

controls the amount of light that enters
There is so little light in the night sky that you must open the
aperture on your camera all the way, in order to take a picture.

b. Anopernng r hole
- • Thedisappearance of the manhole cover left a dangerous aperture

in the street

2 apparatus(áp o rát’as) noun from Latin ad ,‘to” + apparaie,
-

--

• “prepare
• Tools or equipment for a certain use

• The photographer sat surrounded by cameras, lenses, and other
apparatus of his trade.

3. catalog (kàt’I-ôg) from Greek katalegein, “to list”
a. noun A systematic list and description of items

• The sto±e’s holiday catalog listed clothes, toys, and household
goods separately.

b. verb To make a systematic list of items
• Perry carefully cataloged his vast stamp collection.

4. centrifuge (sën’tta-fyGoj’) noun from Latin centrurn, “center”
+ fugere, “to flee” -

A thachine that spins very fast, sending material outward from the
center and separating different substances by weight
• A centrifuge is used to separate cream from milk.

centrifugal adjective A car speeding around a curve will tend to slide
outward, due to centrifugal force.

5. component (kam-pO’nant) noun from corn-, “together” + Latin
ponere, 5’to put”
A part of a larger whole
• Sam knew the model airplane must have another component, but no

more parts were in the box.

apertUre
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6. gauge (gäj) from Middle English gaugen, “to measure”
a. noun A tool used to measure or test

• She used a gauge to check the air pressure in each tire.
b. verb To measure

• He tried to gauge the distance to the next crossroads,

7. generator (jèn’a.r’tar) noun from Latin generare, ‘to produce”
A machine that produces electrical energy from mechanical energy

• After the storms knocked out the electricity, we turned on the
gasoline generator.

generate verb To start
• Jolene’s engagement generated excitement in the family.

8. laser (Irzar) noun
An electronic device that puts out a very narrow and intense beam
of light
• Many surgeons now use lasers instead of scalpels.

9. mechanism (rnëk’a.niz’am) noun from Greek ,nekhanc, “machine
The working parts of a machine
• The gears are a vital mechanism of a car’s transmission.

mechanic noun Under the car, the mechanic carefully examined the
brake system.

mechanical adjective It took only a little mechanical know-how to fix
the bicycle.

10. prism (priz’am) noun from Greek prizein, “to saw or cut”
A piece of cut glass or plastic that bends and separates light into its
component colors
• The prism turned slowly on its string, sending a rainbow of colors

around the room.
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Acronyms
The word laser is an acronym, or a word that is formed from the

first letters of other words. Laser is formed from “light amplification by
stimulated emission of radiation” Radar comes from “radio detection
and ranging:’

Objects and Jnstnrnents
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NAME

____________________________________________—

DATE

Write the correct word in the space next to each definition.

_________________

1. a detailed list with

_________________

6. working parts of a machine
descriptions

__________________

7. a piece of glass that bends

___________________

2. a device that puts out a strong light rays
beam of light

_____________________

8. tools for a certain use

__________________

3. a measuring device
9. apartofsomethmg

___________________

4. an electricity maker
- -

___________________

10. an adjustable hole in a piece

___________________

5. a substance separator of equipment

Write the letter for the word that best completes each sentence.

1. Our portable ran out of gas, so we lost our electricity,

a. laser ..4.b. gauge c. centrifuge d. generator

2. A washing machine’s spin cycle works like a(n) — to remove water from
the clothing.
a. generator b. centrifuge c. aperture d. component

C-

_______

3 The science teacher used special to demonstrate the chemical reaction
a catalogs b generators c apparatus d prisms

______

4. Th ____ on the automatic timer was broken, so the machine didn’t turn on.
a. ‘aperture b. laser C. mechanism d. generator

a-

________

5. The store’s pring always seems to arrive in the middle of winter.
a. gauge , b1 catalog C. aperture d. prism

6. The made an incision into a very small area of the patient’s eye.
a. laser b. gauge c. prism ci. centrifuge

_______

7. The pupil is a(n) that automatically adjusts to the brightness of

the light.

a. aperture b. apparatus C. gauge d. generator

8. When the light strikes the a certain way, you can see a rainbow

of colors.

a. centrifuge b. gauge C. catalog d. prism

______

9. A is made from many separate
a. lasers b. centrifuges C. components d. generators

S

_______

tO. Always check the fuel

_______

before driving, to make sure you have enough gas.
a. gauge b. catalog C. generator ci. laser

Challenge: To be sure that she could put it back together correctly, Sally carefully cataloged

the — of the as she took it apart.
- a. gauges.. .prism b. components.. mechanism C. generators.. .aperture



The USPTOaGuardIan of Inventions
How can inventors guard their rights? How can people
find out about new inventions? The USPTO, formally
known as the United States Patent and Trademark
Office, helps both inventors and those who try to locate
inventions. (1) It registers trademarks, maintains
catalogs, and provides a search service for public use.
It also allows inventors to protect their creations.

U.S. patents were issued beginning in 1790, before
the USPTO was established. But since 1825, the USPTO

has processed and maintained records For millions of
inventions. Some have been funny, such as a doggy
moustache cup and a traveler’s portable hammock for
use in trains. But thousands of other inventions have
been scientific breakthroughs.

The 1800s saw a rapid increase in patent applications.
(2) One was for a camera with a moveable aperture.
This allowed photographers to control the amount of
light that reathed the film or plate. (3) Another was
for a reaper that had apparatus for bending and cutting
shafts of grain.

Patents also protected inventions that applied
the steam engine to travel. (4) These were powerful
components in the advancement of transportation and
trade. (5) Newly patented pressure gauges enabled
steam power to be used in safer, more effective ways,
in the 1800s.

(6) By the late l800s and early 1900s, giant new
generators and transformers were being burn. These
allowed electricity to become a major energy source.
Thomas A. Edison’s inventions that used this energY
source were patented at an amazing rate. Eventually, he

held more than a thousand U.S. patents. (7) Countless
others have invented additional mechanisms for machines
that use electrical power.

The 1900s brought an avalanche of inventions.
Among them were the automobile, airplane, space
capsule, submarine, television, telephone, and computer.
(8) A new ultra centrifuge earned its inventor a Nobel
Prize, in 1926. Rotating at extremely high speed, it
was used for chemical and medical testing, and
experiments. (9) The lasr, invented in 1958, has many
medical and communications applications.

Countless new patents are already on the horizon.
Some will likely be connected to space exploration.
(10) An experimental prism is already in development
for use with space optics. The USPTO will be there to
protect them all.

________

2. One was for a camera with a moveable
a. lens opening Ii. measurement tool

Objecus and Nrnstruments

I

Each sentence below refers to a numbered sentence in the passage. \Vrite the letter of

the choice that gives the sentence a meaning that is closest to the original sentence.

________

1. It registers trademarks, maintains , and provides a search service for
public use.
a. historical records b. diagrams c. listings

c. cut &ass d. light beam

________

3. Another was for a reaper that had

________

for bending and cutting shafts
of grain.
a. spins b. openings c. tools

________

4. These were powerful the advancement of transportation and trade.
a. obstacles to b. parts of c. separations in

d. parts of the whole

C.
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d. light separators

d. measurements in



NAME

______________________________________________

DATE

__________

________

5. Newly patented pressure enabled steam power to be used in safer, more
effective ways.
a. levers and pulleys b. sources of fuel C. working parts ci. measurement devices

________

6. By the late 1800s and early 1900s, giant new and transformers were
being built.
a. computers b. measurements C. lighting tools d. electricity makers

________

7. Countless others have invented additional

_______

for machines that use
electrical power.
a. separators b. openings c. measurements ci. working parts

8. A new ultra earned its inventor a Nobel Prize, in 1926:
a. reflector b. separator C. machine ci. measurement tool

9. The , invented in 1958, has many medical and communications
applications.
a. converter b. special tool C. electronic light device d. camera lens

10. An experimental is already in development for use with space optics.
a. light bender b. light reducer - c. converter ci. separator

Indicate whether the statements below are TRUE or FALSE according to the passage.

_______

1. The USO issued the first U.S. patents.

_______

2. Many significant inventions have been created since 1900.

3. Few important inventions appeared before 1900.

Thmk of an mvention that you would find useful What would it do?
What would it look like? In an expository essay, describe the purpose of
your inyention, why it is needed, and how it might work. You may make

- your invention as silly or as serious as you like. Your piece should be at
least three paragraphs long. Use at least three lesson words in your essay
and underline them.

Complete the sentence by writing the correct form of the word shown in
parentheses. You may not need to change the form that is given.

____________________

1. Nowadays, are used in common household devices, such as CD players.
(laser)

______________________

2. When the sunlight hit the window, the two

________

scattered splashes of colored
light about the room. (prism)

3. Last year, for insurance purposes, the museum

________

each new addition to its
collection. (catalog)

ken fl



____________________

4. Miriam is an actress skilled at the interests of her audience. (gauge)

____________________

5. Gerry had a knack for working with things. (mechanism)

6. In a new artistic concept, visitors to the museum viewed some pieces of art

through built into walls. (aperture)

7. The new student much interest among his classmates. (generator)

____________________

8. Some amusement-park rides rely on force to hold riders in position.

(centrifuge)

____________________

9. Work, friends, and family are of a satis’ing life, (compot1enO

__________________

10. The magician used some elaborate in his stage performance. (apparatus)

Choose the answer that best describes the action or situation.

1. Something that could be used to make a prisiri
a. air b. water c. stone d. glass

________

2. An example of a mechanism
a. a kitchen b. a sharp knife C. hike gears d. a helmet

________

3. Common apparatus used with a portable CD player
a. headphones b. a window C. a sandwich d. drums

4. An example of centrifugal force at work
a. kicking a ball b. running a sprint c. jumping a hurdle d. riding around a curve

__________

5. Something that might genemte enthusiasm
a. a boring speech b. a Erm handshake c. a lively pep talk ci. a warm room

6. Something that is NOT a gauge
a. a kilometer b. a speedometer c. a pedometer ci. a thermometer

________

7. Something with an aperture
a. a tractor b. a telescope C. a screwdriver ci. a computer

8. Something that is NOT a component of a music system
a. a CD player b. speakers C. a tape player d. a singer

9. One type of business that uses catalogs
a. a department store b. a car wash c. a restaurant d. snow removal

10. Something that would be likely to use lasers
a. a camera lens b. a light show c. a radio d. a tractor
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Name:

________________________________________

Class:

____________________________________

The best way to deal with failure
By Selin Malkoc

2017

Chances are you’ve failed at something in your life. But that doesn’t mean it has to be for nothing In this

informational text, 5elin Molkoc explores the best way to deal with failures and benefit from them. As you

read, take notes on the different ways people can think about their failures,

[1] Failure is a part of life, and we make mistakes

pretty much every day. How do we cope? Or

better yet, how should we cope?

Academics and the mainstream media tend to

offer a simple solution: Don’t let it get to you and

think about how things could have been worse.

These self-protective thoughts usually make you

feel better. You move on.

But is it possible that popular wisdom is missing a

bit of the puzzle? Does setting aside the negative

emotions make you any less likely to repeat the

mistake? Noelle Nelson, Baba Shiv and I decided to explore possible upsides of feeling bad about

failure.

Feeling the pain

[51 Even though they’re unpleasant, we feel negative emotions for a reason: They likely played an

important role in human evolution and survival.

Negative emotions tell us to pay attention, signaling that something’s wrong — with our body, with our

environment, with our relationships.

So if you avoid negative emotions, you also might be avoiding the thing that needs your attention.

Could deciding to focus on the negative emotions associated with failure lead to thoughts about self-

improvement — and, with time, actual improvement?

We designed a series of experiments to test this question.

In the studies, we used something called a two-stage paradigm: First participants attempted a task in

which they failed; then — after series of unrelated tasks — they would have the opportunity to

redeem2 themselves.

1. Cope (verb): to deal with something difficult in a successful way

2. Redeem (verb): to make up for a poor performance

1
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[10) In one, we asked our participants to search the internet for the lowest price for a particular blender
brand and model (with the possibility of winning a cash price if they were successful). In reality, the
task was rigged. At the end, the participants were simply told that the lo’i•jesz price was US$3.27 less
than what they had found. We then asked half the participants to focus on their emotional response to
having failed, while the other half were instructed to focus on their thoughts about how they did. Then
we asked them to reflect, in writing, on how they felt.

After a few unrelated tasks, we gave the participants a chance to redeem themselves. In this seemingly
unrelated task, we told participants to imagine that they were going to the birthday ofa friend who
wanted a book as a gift. We also told them that the book they find should be a bargain.

We found that participants who were previously instructed to focus on the negative emotions following
their failure in the blender task spent nearly 25 percent more time searching for a low-priced book
than those who had been instructed to focus on their thoughts.

When we examined the written responses, we also found some important differences.

Those who had focused on their failure — rather than dwelling on how they felt — tended to have
defensive responses: “I didn’t care much about this anyway”; “It would have been impossible to find
that price.”

[15) In contrast, the participants who had spent time parsing3 their emotions produced thoughts oriented
toward self-improvement: “If I’d only searched longer, I would have found that price”; “I gave up too
quickly.”

Not all mistakes are the same

It appears that focusing on the emotions of failure can trigger different thoughts and behaviors.
Perhaps when you reflect on how bad you feel after failing, it motivates you to avoid experiencing that
feeling again.

But could this improvement migrate into other endeavors — for tasks unrelated to the original?

To test this question, we added a variation of the second gift scenario. Instead of telling the
participants to find an affordable book (which involved a price search like the original task), we asked
them to find a book tha: they thought their friend would like. In this case, it didn’t matter wheTher
paticipants had focused on their emotions or thoughts after the first task; they spent similar times
searching for the best gift. It seems as though the improvement only happens if the second task is
somewhat similar to the original, failed one.

While “feeling your failure” can be a good thing, it doesn’t change the fact that this can hurt. There’s a
reason people tend to instinctively rationalize or have self-protective thoughts after they’ve made a
mistake.

3. Parse (verb): to analyze something to uncover a deeper meaning

2
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1201 It would be debilitating4 if you were to focus on how bad you felt after each failure, big and small. So

it’s up to you to decide which failures to try to improve upon, and which failures to shield yourself

from. Clearly, one-off events or inconsequential5 mistakes — taking the wrong turn in a foreign city or

being late to a party with friends — don’t make the best candidates (hence the saying “don’t sweat the

small stuff”).

But if you’ve failed at something that you know you’re going to have to confront in the future — say, a

task for a new role at work — pause and feel the pain. Use it to fuel improvement. If you focus on how

bad you feel, you’ll probably work harder to ensure you don’t make a same mistake again.

‘The hew wa, to deal wit?? foi!ure by SeEn Maikoc The Ohio State Unh.’ersity, October 24, 2077. copyright c The conversation 2017, cc-By-
ND.

4, Debilitate (verb): to make someone weak

5. Inconsequential (adjective): not important; insigniflcant

3
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement identifies the central idea of the text?

A. Focusing on the negative emotions of failures can help you make better
decisions in tasks related and unrelated to the original failed task.

B. It’s important to embrace the negative emotions that come with certain failures,
as this could help you do better in the future and avoid additional failures.

C. Its better to focus on how you can improve in the future than the negative
emotions associated with a perceived failure.

D. People who avoid focusing on the negative emotions associated with failure
report being happier overall, but tend not to learn from their mistakes.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. ‘Academics and the mainstream media tend to offer a simple solution: Don’t let

it get to you and think about how things could have been worse.” (Paragraph 2)
B. “Those who had focused on their failure — rather than dwelling on how they felt

— tended to have defensive responses: ‘I didn’t care much about this anyway”
(Paragraph 14)

C. Perhaps when you reflect on how bad you feel after failing, it motivates you to
avoid experiencing that feeling again.” (Paragraph 16)

D. “Clearly, one-off events or inconsequential mistakes — taking the wrong turn in
a foreign city or being late to a party with friends — don’t make the best
candidates (hence the saying’don’t sweat the small stuff’).” (Paragraph 20)

3. How does the introduction of the text contribute to our understanding of failure
(Paragraphs 1-4)?

A. They explore why people often don’t learn from the mistakes that they make.
B. They discuss the benefits of remaining positive in the face of failure.
C. They explore how people are picai)y encouraged to deal with failure.
0. They emphasize now normal it is to experience failure at some point in your life.

4. What is the relationship between how a person thinks about negative emotions and their
actions?

A. Focusing on negative emotions can encourage someone to do what’s necessary
to avoid feeling that way again.

B. Acknowledging negative emotions can make someone more upset and act more
impulsively.

C. Avoiding negative emotions makes people feel better about themselves and
helps them make better decisions.

D. Thinking about negative emotions or experiences as an opportunity for growth
helps people perform better in tasks.

4
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5. The author discusses different tasks participants were asked to do after failing at

something. How does this contribute to our understanding of the effects of focusing on
failure?

5
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Amigo Brothers
By Pin Thomas

1978

fl COMMONLIT

Pin Thomas (1928-2011) was a writer and poet best known for his memoir Down These Mean Streets.

Thomas was born to a Puerto Rican mother and Cuban father. During his childhood, Thomas lived in East

Harlem, which became known as “Spanish Harlem,” In this short story two best friends become competitors

when they must fight each other in a boxing match, As you read, take notes on what the two friends feel

after they find out they will be fighting each other,

Ill Antonio Cruz and Felix Vargas were both

seventeen years old. They were so together in

friendship that they felt themselves to be

brothers. They had known each other since

childhood, growing upon the Lower East Side of

Marhattan in the same tenement1 building on

Fifth Street between Avenue A and Avenue B.

Antonio was fair, lean, and lanky, while Felix was

dark, short, and husky. Antonio’s hair was always

falling over his eyes, while Felix wore his black

hair in a natural Afro style.

Each youngster had a dream of someday

becoming lightweight champion of the world.

Every chance they had, the boys worked out, sometimes at the Boys’ Club on 10th Street and Avenue A

and sometimes at the pro’s gym on 14th Street. Early morning sunrises would find them running along

the East River Drive, wrapped in sweat shirts, short towels around their necks, and handkerchiefs

Apache style around their foreheads.

While some youngsters were into street negatives, Antonio and Felix slept, ate, rapped, and dreamt

positive. Between them, they had a collection of Fight magazines second to none, plus a scrapbook

filled with torn tickets to every boxing match they had ever attended, and some clippings of their own.

If asked a question about any given fightet, they would immediately zip out from their memory banks

divisions, weights, records of fights, knockouts, technical knockouts, and draws or losses.

[5] Each had fought many bouts2 representing their community and had won two gold-plated medals plus

a silver and bronze medallion. The difference was in their style. Antonio’s lean form and long reach

made him the better boxer, while Felix’s short and muscular frame made him the better slugger.3

Whenever they had met in the ring for sparring sessions, it had always been hot and heavy.

1. a Iage bcflding that has apartments for rent

2. a wrestling o boxing match

3. a person who throw’s hard punches

Zfl.yjn loves ày Kristin Wa/I is licensed under cc BYND 2.0
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Now, after a series of elimination bouts, they had been informed that they were to meet each other in
the division finals that were scheduled for the seventh of August, two weeks away — the winner to
represent the Boys’ Club in the Golden Gloves Championship Tournament.

The two boys continued to run together along the East River Drive. But even when joking with each
other, they both sensed a wall rising between them.

One morning less than a week before their bout, they met as usual for their daily workout. They fooled
around with a fewjabs at the air, slapped skin, and then took off, running lightly along the dirty East
River’s edge.

Antonio glanced at Felix, who kept his eyes purposely straight ahead, pausing from time to time to do
some fancy leg work while throwing one—twos followed by uppercuts to an imaginary jaw. Antonio then
beat the air with a barrage4 of body blows and short devastating lefts with an overhead jaw-breaking
right.

[101 After a mile or so, Felix puffed and said, “bet’s stop a while, bro. I think we both got something to say to
each other.”

Antonio nodded. It was not natural to be acting as though nothing unusual was happening when two
ace-boon5 buddies were going to be blasting each other within a few short days.

They rested their elbows on the railing separating them from the river. Antonio wiped his face with his
short towel. The sunrise was now creating day.

Felix leaned heavily on the river’s railing and stared across to the shores of Brooklyn. Finally, he broke
the silence.

“Man, I don’t know how to come out with it.”

[15] Antonio helped. “It’s about our fight, right?”

‘“y’eah, right.” Felix’s eyes squinted at the rising orange sun. “I’ve been thinking about ittoo, panin.6 In
fact, since we found out it was going to be me and you, I’ve been awake at night, pulling punches on
you, trying not to hurt you.”

“Same here. It ain’t natural not to think about the fight. I mean, we both are cheverote7 fighters and we
both want to win. But only one of us can win. There ain’t no draws in the eliminations.”

Felix tapped Antonio gently on the shoulder. “I don’t mean to sound like I’m bragging, bro. But I wanna
win, fair and square.”

Antonio nodded quietly. ‘feah. We both know that in the ring the better man wins. Friend or no friend,
brother or no...”

4. a concentrated outpouring of blows
5, a term meaning”very good friends”
6. a Puerto Rican Spanish slang term meaning “buddy”
7. a Puerto Rican Spanish slang term for ‘the greatest”

2
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[20] Felix finished it for him. “Brother. Tony, let’s promise something right here. OK?”

if it’s fair, hermano,8 I’m for it.” Antonio admired the courage of a tugboat pulling a barge five times its

welter-weight9 size.

“It’s fair, Tony. When we get into the ring, it’s gotta be like we never met. We gotta be like two heavy

strangers that want the same thing and only one can have it. You understand, don’t chaT’

“Si, I know.” Tony smiled. “No pulling punches. We go all the way.”

“Yeah, that’s right. Listen, Tony. Don’t you think it’s a good idea ifwe don’t see each other until the day

of the fight? I’m going to stay with my Aunt Lucy in the Bronx. I can use Gleason’s Gym for working out.

My manager says he got some sparring partners with more or less your style.”

[25] Tony scratched his nose pensively.10 “Yeah, it would be better for our heads,” He held out his hand,

palm upward. “Deal?”

“Deal.” Felix lightly slapped open skin.

“Ready for some more running?” Tony asked lamely.

“Naw, bro. Let’s cut it here, You go on. I kinda like to get things together in my head.”

“You ain’t worried, are you?’ Tony asked.

[30] “No way, man.” Felix laughed out loud. “I got too much smarts for that. I just think it’s cooler ifwe split

right here. After the fight, we can get it together again like nothing ever happened.”

The amigo brothers were not ashamed to hug each other tightly.

“Guess you’re right. Watch yourself, Felix. I hear there’s some pretty hea’’ dudes up in the Bronx.

Suavecito,l OK?”

“OK. You watch yourself too, sabe?”12

Tony jogged away. Felix watched his friend disappear from view, throwing rights and lefts. Both

fighters had a lot of psyching up to do before the big fight.

[35] The days in training passed much too slowly. Although they kept out of each other’s way, they were

aware of each other’s progress via the ghetto grapevine.

8. spanish for “brother’

9. a weight in boxing in the range between 140 and 147 pounds

10. Pensive (adjective): engaged in deep or serious thought

11. a Puerto Rican Spanish slang term for “cool”

12. spanish for”you know’

3
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The evening before the big fight, Tony made his way to the roof of his tenement. In the quiet early
dark, he peered over the ledge. Six stories below, the lights of the city blinked and the sounds of cars
mingled with the curses and the laughter of children in the Street. He tried not to think of Felix, feeling
he had succeeded in psyching his mind. But only in the ring would he really know. To spare Felix hurt,
he would have to knock him out, early and quick.

Up in the South Bronx, Felix decided to take in a movie in an effort to keep Antonio’s face away from
his fists. The flick was The Champion with Kirk Douglas, the third time Felix was seeing it.

The champion was getting beaten, his face being pounded into raw, wet hamburger. His eyes were cut,
jagged, bleeding, one eye swollen, the other almost shut. He was saved only by the sound of the bell.

Felix became the champ and Tony the challenger.

[43] The movie audience was going out of its head, roaring in blood lust at the butchery going on. The
champ hunched his shoulders, grunting and sniffing red blood back into his broken nose. The
challenger, confident that he had the championship in the bag, threw a left. The champ countered with
a dynamite right that exploded into the challenger’s brains.

Felix’s right arm felt the shock. Antonio’s face, superimposed13 on the screen, was shattered and split
apart by the awesome force of the killer blow. Felix saw himself in the ring, blasting Antonio against the
ropes. The champ had to be forcibly restrained. The challenger was allowed to crumble slowly to the
canvas, a broken bloody mess.

When Felix finally left the theater, he had figured out how to psych himself for tomorrow’s fight. It was
Felix the Champion vs. Antonio the Challenger.

He walked up some dark streets, deserted except for small pockets of wary-looking kids wearing gang
colors. Despite the fact that he was Puerto Rican like them, they eyed him as a stranger to their turf.
Felix did a fast shuffle, bobbing and weaving, while letting loose a torrent of blows that would demolish
whatever got in its way. It seemed to impress the brothers, who went about their own business.

Finding no takers, Felix decided to split to his aunt’s. Walking the streets had not relaxed him; neither
had the fight flick. All it had done was to stir him up. He let himself quietly into his Aunt Lucy’s
apartment and went straight to bed, falling into a fitful sleep with sounds of the gong for Round One.

[451 Antonio was passing some heavy time on his rooftop. How would the fight tomorrow affect his
relationship with Felix? After all, fighting was like any other profession. Friendship had nothing to do
with it. A gnawing doubt crept in. He cut negative thinking real quick by doing some speedy fancy
dance steps, bobbing and weaving like mercury.14 The night air was blurred with perpetual motions of
left hooks and right crosses. Felix, his amigo brother, was not going to be Felix at all in the ring, just an
opponent with another face. Antonio went to sleep, hearing the opening bell for the first round. Like
his friend in the South Bronx, he prayed for victory via a quick clean knockout in the first round.

Large posters plastered all over the walls of local shops announced the fight between Antonio Cruz
and Felix Vargas as the main bout.

13. to place or lay one thing over another
14. a hea’ silvery-white metal that is liquid at ordinary temperatures

4
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The fight had created great interest in the neighborhood. Antonio and Felix were well liked and

respected. Each had his own loyal following. Betting fever was high and ranged from a bottle of Coke to

cold hard cash on the line.

Antonio’s fans bet with unbridled5 faith in his boxing skills. On the other side, Felix’s admirers bet on

his dynamite-packed fists.

Felix had returned to his apartment early in the morning of August 7th and stayed there, hoping to

avoid seeing Antonio. He turned the radio on to salsa music sounds and then tried to read while

waiting for word from his manager.

[50] The fight was scheduled to take place in Tompkins Square Park. It had been decided that the

gymnasium of the Boys’ Club was not large enough to hold all the people who were sure to attend. In

Tompkins Square Park, everyone who wanted could view the fight, whether from ringside or window

fire escapes or tenement rooftops.

The morning of the fight Tompkins Square was a beehive of activity with numerous workers setting up

the ring, the seats, and the guest speakers’ stand. The scheduled bouts began shortly after noon and

the park had begun filling up even earlier.

The local junior high school across from Tompkins Square Park served as the dressing room for all the

fighters. Each was given a separate classroom with desk tops, covered with mats, serving as resting

tables. Antonio thought he caught a glimpse of Felix waving to him from a room at the far end of the

corridor. He waved back just in case it had been him.

The fighters changed from their street clothes into fighting gear. Antonio wore white trunks, black

socks, and black shoes. Felix wore sky-blue trunks, red socks, and white boxing shoes. They had

dressing gowns to match their fighting trunks with their names neatly stitched on the back.

The loudspeakers blared into the open windows of the school. There were speeches by dignitaries,0

community leaders, and great boxers of yesteryear. Some were well prepared; some impro’nsed on

the spot. They all carried the same message of great pleasure and honor at being part of such a

historic event. This great day was in the tradition of champions emerging from the streets of the Lower

East Side.

[55] Interwoven with the speeches were the sounds of the other boxing events. After the sixth bout, Felix

was much relieved when his trainer, Charlie, said, “Time change. Quick knockout. This is it. We’re on.”

Waiting time was over. Felix was escorted from the classroom by a dozen fans in white T-shirts with the

word FELIX across their fronts.

Antonio was escorted down a different stairwell and guided through a roped-off path.

As the two climbed into the ring, the crowd exploded with a roar. Antonio and Felix both bowed

gracefully and then raised their arms in acknowledgment.

15. unbridled (adjective): not held back or controlled
16. a person who holds a high rank or office
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Antonio tried to be cool, but even as the roar was in its first birth, he turned slowly to meet Felix’s eyes
looking directly into his. Felix nodded his head and Antonio responded. And both as one, just as
quickly, turned away to face his own corner.

[601 Bong — bong — bong. The roar turned to stillness.

‘Ladies and Gentlemen, Señores y Senoras.”

The announcer spoke slowly, pleased at his bilingual efforts.

“Now the moment we have all been waiting for — the main event between two fine young Puerto Rican
fighters, products of our Lower East Side.’

“Loisaida,”1’ called out a member of the audience.

[65] “In this corner, weighing 134 pounds, Felix Vargas. And in this corner, weighing 133 pounds, Antonio
Cruz. The winner will represent the Boys’ Club in the tournament of champions, the Golden Gloves.
There will be no draw. May the best man win.”

The cheering of the crowd shook the window panes of the old buildings surrounding Tompkins Square
Park. At the center of the ring, the referee was giving instructions to the youngsters.

“Keep your punches up. No low blows. No punching on the back of the head. Keep your heads up.
Understand? Let’s have a clean fight. Now shake hands and come out fighting.”

Both youngsters touched gloves and nodded. They turned and danced quickly to their corners. Their
head towels and dressing gowns were lifted neatly from their shoulders by their trainers’ nimble18
fingers. Antonio crossed himself,19 Felix did the same.

BONG! BONG! ROUND ONE. Felix and Antonio turned and faced each other squarely in a fighting pose.
Felix wasted no time. He came in fast, head low, half-hunched toward his right shoulder, and lashed
out with a straight left. He missed a right cross as Antonio slipped the punch and countered with one-
two-three lefts that snapped Felix’s head back, sending a mild shock coursing through him. If Felix had
any small doubt about their friendship affecting their fight, it was being neatly dispelled.2°

[70] Antonio danced, a joy to behold. His left hand was like a piston pumping jabs one right after another
with seeming ease. Felix bobbed and weaved and never stopped boring in. He knew that at long range
he was at a disadvantage. Antonio had too much reach on him. Only by coming in close could Felix
hope to achieve the dreamed-of knockout.

Antonio knew the dynamite that was stored in his amigo brother’s fist. He ducked a short right and
missed a left hook. Felix trapped him against the ropes just long enough to pour some punishing rights
and lefts to Antonio’s hard midsection. Antonio slipped away from Felix, crashing two lefts to his head,
which set Felix’s right ear to ringing.

17. a term derived from Puerto Rican Spanish meaning “Lower East side”

18. Nimble (adjective): quick and light in movement or action

19. a ritual blessing made by members of some branches of Christianity

20. Dispel (verb): to make something go away or end

6



[H COMMONLIT

Bong! Both amigos froze a punch well on its way, sending up a roar of approval for good

sportsmanship.

Felix walked briskly back to his corner. His right ear had not stopped ringing. Antonio gracefully danced

his way toward his stool none the worse, except for glowing glove burns showing angry red against the

whiteness of his midribs.

‘Watch that right, Tony.” His trainer talked into his ear. “Remember Felix always goes to the body. He’ll

want you to drop your hands for his overhand left or right. Got it?”

[75] Antonio nodded, spraying water out between his teeth. He felt better as his sore midsection was being

firmly rubbed.

Felix’s corner was also busy.

‘i’ou gotta get in there, fella.” Felix’s trainer poured water over his curly Afro locks. “Get in there or he’s

gonna chop you up from way back.”

Bong! Bong! Round two. Felix was off his stool and rushed Antonio like a bull, sending a hard right to

his head. Beads of water exploded from Antonio’s long hair.

Antonio, hurt, sent back a blurring barrage of lefts and rights that only meant pain to Felix, who

returned with a short left to the head followed by a looping right to the body. Antonio countered with

his own flurry, forcing Felix to give ground. But not for long,

[80] Felix bobbed and weaved, bobbed and weaved, occasionally punching his two gloves together.

Antonio waited for the rush that was sure to come. Felix closed in and feinted2 with his left shoulder

and threw a right instead. Lights suddenly exploded inside Felix’s head as Antonio slipped the blow and

hit him with a pistonlike left, catching him flush on the point of his chin.

Bedlam22 broke loose as Felix’s legs momentarily buckled. He fought off a series of rights and lefts and

came back with a strong right that taught Antonio respect.

Antonio danced in carefully. He knew Felix had the habit of playing possum when hurt, to sucker an

opponent within reach of the powerful bombs he carried in each fist.

A right to the head slowed Antonio’s pretty dancing. He answered with his own left at Felix’s right eye

that began puffing up within three seconds.

[85] Antonio, a bit too eager, moved in too close, and Felix had him entangled into a rip-roaring, punching

toe-to-toe slugfest that brought the whole Tompkins Square Park screaming to its feet.

21. to make a deceptive or distracting movement

22. Bedlam (noun): a scene of uproar and confusion

7
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Rights to the body. Lefts to the head. Neither fighter was giving an inch. Suddenly a short right caught
Antonio squarely on the chin. His long legs turned tojelly and his arms flailed out desperately. Felix,
grunting like a bull, threw wild punches from every direction. Antonio, groggy, bobbed and weaved,
evading most of the blows. Suddenly his head cleared. His left flashed out hard and straight, catching
Felix on the bridge of his nose.

Felix lashed back with a haymaker,23 right off the ghetto streets. At the same instant, his eye caught
another left hook from Antonio. Felix swung out, trying to clear the pain. Only the frenzied screaming
of those along ringside let him know that he had dropped Antonio. Fighting off the growing haze.
Antonio struggled to his feet, got up, ducked, and threw a smashing right that dropped Felix flat on his
back.

Felix got up as fast as he could in his own corner, groggy but still game. He didn’t even hear the count.
In a fog, he heard the roaring of the crowd, who seemed to have gone insane. His head cleared to hear
the bell sound at the end of the round. He was glad. His trainer sat him down on the stool.

In his corner, Antonio was doing what all fighters do when they are hurt. They sit and smile at
everyone.

[go] The referee signaled the ring doctor to check the fighters out. He did so and then gave his OK. The
cold-water sponges brought clarity to both amigo brothers. They were rubbed until their circulation
ran free.

Bong! Round three the final round. Up to now it had been tic-tac-toe, pretty much even. But
everyone knew there could he no draw and that this round would decide the winner.

This time, to Felix’s surprise, it was Antonio who came out fast, charging across the ring. Felix braced
himself but couldn’t ward off the barrage of punches. Antonio drove Felix hard against the ropes.

The crowd ate it up. Thus far the two had fought with mucho corazón.2’ Felix tapped his gloves and
commenced2 his attack anew. Antonio, throwing boxer’s caution to the winds, jumped in to meet him.

Both pounded away. Neither gave an inch and neither fell to the canvas. Felix’s left eye was tightly
closed. Claret-red26 blood poured from Antonio’s nose. They fought toe-to-toe.

[95] The sounds of their blows were loud in contrast to the silence of a crowd gone completely mute. The
referee was stunned by their savagery.

Bong! Bongt Bong The bell sounded over and over again. Felix and Antonio were past hearing. Their
blows continued to pound on each other like hailstones.

Finally the referee and the two trainers pried Felix and Antonio apart. Cold water was poured over
them to bring them back to their senses.

23. a forceful blow
24. spanish for “a lot of heart”
25. Commence (verb): to begin
26. a deep purplish-red color

8
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They looked around and then rushed toward each other. A cry of alarm surged through Tompkins

Square Park. ‘f/as this a fight to the death instead of a boxing match?

The fear soon gave way to wave upon wave of cheering as the two amigos embraced.

[100) No matter what the decision, they knew they would always be champions to each other.

BONG! BONG! BONG! “Ladies and Gentlemen. Señores and Señoras. The winner arid representative to

the Golden Gloves Tournament of Champions is...’

The announcer turned to point to the winner and found himself alone. Arm in arm the champions had

already left the ring.

Amigo &others”from Stories from El Barrio byPiri Thomas. Copyright© 1978 by the Pin Thomas Estate. Reprinted bypermission of
Grayma.’kin Methtz LLE Ah’,hts ‘eseried.
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

PART A: Which of the following describes the theme of the short story?
A. Competing against friends can permanently alter a friendship.
B. Some friendships can’t be damaged, not even by the strain of competition.
C. Competitions can drive people to act as they normafly wouldn’t.
D. The violent nature of sports can make it difficult to remain friends with

competitors.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A, “I just think it’s cooler if we split right here. After the fight, we can get it together

again like nothing ever happened.” (Paragraph 30)
B. ‘When Felix finally left the theater, he had figured out how to psych himself for

tomorrow’s fight. It was Felix the Champion vs. Antonio the Challenger.”
(Paragraph 42)

C. “If Felix had any small doubt about their friendship affecting their fight, it was
being neatly dispelled.” (Paragraph 69)

0, “The sounds of their blows were loud in contrast to the silence of a crowd gone
completely mute. The referee was stunned by their savagery.” (Paragraph 95)

3. PART A: How do Antonio and Felix act around each other after they find out they will be
fighting?

A. They grow suspicious of each other, afraid that one will cheat the other out of a
Wi n.

B. They decide to treat each other as purely competitors for the time being.
C. They are excited for each other, as they know they are both deserving of the

win.
0. They show off their skills, hoping to scare the other one and keep them from

competing.

4. PARTS: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. ‘They fooled around with a few jabs at the air, slapped skin, and then took off,

running lightly along the dirty East River’s edge.” (Paagraph 8)
B. “Antonio then beat the air with a barrage of body blows and short devastating

lefts with an overhead jaw-breaking right.” (Paragraph 9)
C. “In fact, since we found out it was going to be me and you, I’ve been awake at

night, pulling punches on you, trying not to hurt you.” (Paragraph 16)
D. “When we get into the ring, it’s gotta be like we never met, We gotta be like two

heavy strangers that want the same thing and only one can have it.” (Paragraph
22)

5. How does paragraph 45 contribute to readers’ understanding of Antonio’s perspective?
A. It shows that Antonio is willing to beat Felix no matter what it takes.
B. It expresses how confident Antonio feels in his ability to beat Felix.
C. It reveals that Antonio is worried about his friendship with Felix.
0. It reveals that Antonio is confident in the strength of his friendship with Felix.

10
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6. What is the effect of time being described as “heavJ in paragraph 45?

7. Re-read the passage where Felix and Antonio fight, starting at paragraph 69. How does the
author build suspense during the fight?

11
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1. backlog (bák’lóg’) noun
Unfinished work or unfilled orders

‘The staff had to work overtime to process
the backlog of holiday orders.

2. barter (bär’tr) verb
To trade goods or services without using
money; to exchange
• Anna bartered babysitting services

for piano lessons: -

3. commerce (kômars) noun from Latin corn-, “together” + rnerx,
“merchandise”
Trade; buying.and selling of merchandise, especially in large amounts
• Commerce between the United States and China has increased

dramatically.

caeciafdjective Done or created to make a profit
• Bahks give conunercial loans to help businesses expand their

operations

4. fraribhise (fràn’chiz’) from French franche, “free”
a. noun The right to sell or distribute an established product
or service

• Mr. Patel purchased a franchise for a doughtut store.
1. verb To grant someone else the right t sell one’s product or service

• Encouraged by the success of her tire store, Ms. Donner franchised
it in another city.

5. inflation (in-flWshan) noun from Latin in-, “in” + flare, “to blow”
A continuing rise in prices throughout the economy
• Our dollar buys less in times of inflation.

inflationary adjective Higher oil prices may have an inflationary
effect on the economy.

inflate verb To expand with air or gas
• Be sure you inflate your bike tires properly.

inflate verb To enlarge abnormally or improperly
• Attention from lots of girls inflated the football player’s ego.

Lesson 30

Business activity is the backbone of any economy. It includes everything
from a child’s lemonade stand to a multibillion-dollar corporation. The
words in this lessçn can relate to all types of commercial undertakings.

barter
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6 Inventory (in van tôr e) from Litin in “in + ie”r“tocome”

a’noitn Goods’or materials in stock or on hand
‘Inventory in the warehouse has increased as a result of declining

orders.
b. verb To make a list of goods or materials on hand

• We inventoried the costumes in the storeroom to decide whether
we needed to buy new ones for the play.

-

7. merger (mür’jar) noun from Latin mergere, ‘to plunge”
- - -

The union of two or more companies or organizations
• After their merger, the two community banks moved into one

building.

merge verb To bring together; to unite
• The two rivers merged at the edge of town.

8. monopoly (ma-nôpa-lë) noun from Greek mono, “one”+ poknz,
“to sell”
Complete ownership or exclusive control
• At one time, England held a monopoly on salt productio: in India.
monopolize verb Somehow George always managed to monopolize
the conversation.

9. patron (pä’tran) noun from Latin patronus, “father”
a. A regular customer

• The hostess greeted the restaurant’s patrons by name.
b. A person giving financial support to a cause

‘The school’s auditorium was named for a generous patron.
patronize verb I try to patronize the shops that give me the best
personal service.

10. vendor (vèn’dar) noun from Latin vcndorc “to seli”
A person or company that sells something
• Street vendors usually obtain licenses to display and sell

their goods.

vend verb Many companies vend products over the Internet.

Together words
Compound words like backlog, put together from two separate words,

can be found throughout the English language. Back is used in backbone,
backbreaking, background, backhanded, backlash, backpedal, backspin,
backstab, backstage, and many other words.

Of course, we don’t always think about how our words are formed. How
many of us are conscious of breaking the fast, or starting to eat again after 2
not eating for a long time, when we eat breakfiis t?

z
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Write the correct word in the space next to each definition.

- 1. exclusive control

___________________

6. a regular supporter

___________________

2. the right to operate a
- 7. an increase in prices across

particular business all products

3. the ombining of companies

_________________

8. orders waiting to be filled

___________________

4. to trade with no exchange

___________________

9. a seller of goods or services
of money

_________________

10 the buying and sellmg

_________________

5 all products in stock of goods

Wnte the letter for the word that best completes each sentence

________

-1. The special sales promotion was intended to eliminate the store’s excEss

________

a. commerce b. inflation c. monopoly d. inventory

_______

2. Clever shoppers often try to find the

_______

with the lowest prices,
• a. vendor

‘ b. patron c. merger d., monopoly

• 3. A

________

of orders occurs when the demand for a product is greater than the supply.
a backlog b vendor c patron d merger

_______

4. .________ causes hardships for people whose income does not increase along

-

• with prices.
• a. Inventory . b. Barter c. Inflation d. Commerce

________

5. A(n) - is an attractive investment because the business is already, successful.
a. barter b. franchise c. backlog d. inventory

6. Billy tried unsuccessfully to

_______

his old bike for a new scooter.
a. franchise b. barter c. merge - d. inventory

7. The clothing store’s manS’ were pleased with the styles.
a. vendors b. barters ‘: mergers d; patrons

_______

8. The terms of the

________

must be accepted by representatives of both companies.
a. merger b. backlog c. inflation d. inventory

9. Some countries that used to restrict

________

now encourage business activity.
a. commerce b. backlog c. inflation d. patrons

10. Teddy Roosevelt believed that no single company should have a

_______

over
any product or service.
a. barter b. monopoly c. patron d. backlog

Challenge: The

_______

of the flvo huge companies threatened to create

a. mêrer. . .monopoly b. barter.. .commerce c. inflation., backlog

Lesson 30



Thanks, Kemmons Wilson!
On a car trip with his family, Kemmons Wilson was
horrified by the roadside hotels that they encountered. So
he decided to start his own hotel business. Today, those
hotels are the internationally famous Holiday Inns.

Wilson’s early life was difficult. Shortly after he was
born, his father died. His hard-working mother lost her
job during the Great Depression of the 1930s. So Wilson
dropped out of school to help support the family. He
bought a popcorn machine and sold popcorn at a movie
theater. By the time he was twenty, Wilson had earned
enough money to buy a house for his mother. (1) The
family crisis had brought out his talent for conmierce.

(2) Wilson purchased the local jukebox franchise and
brought music into restaurants. Then, he began to build
homes.

By the 1950s, Wilson was married, and he and his
wife had five children. On a vacation with his family, he
became disgusted with the conditions of the cabins and
motels that they stayed in. The rooms were often small
and dirty. Many places charged two dollars extra per
child. With five, Wilson paid ten extra dollars each night.

(3) Because he believed that all patrons should
be welcomed equally, Wilson created a new type of
hotel. He called it the Holiday Inn. Unlike other hotels,
it provided air conditioning, a swimming pool, ice
machines, free parking, and a restaurant. Rooms also
featured telephones and televisions. Most important,
each room could be rented for a fixed price of six dollars
per night; children stayed for no extra charge.

Wilson’s hotels became so popular that he was able
to develop a vast hain of them across the United States
and worldwide, He sold franchises only to people who

agreed to maintain high-quality services. (4) Today,
that chain has an inventory of several hundred thousand
rooms. (5) Since the 1950s, room prices have increased
with inflation. However, their relatively low cost still
appeals to faniilies traveling with children. (6) These
hotels are so popular that if you call for a reservation,
you may have to wait while operators handle a backlog
of calls.

Holiday Inns can be found throughout the world,
Vacationers to Aruba can stay in one when they visit the
island. (7) There, they can bask in the sun, swim, or
shop at the stalls of the local vendors. (8) They will
observe local people bartering their goods.

(9) Of course, Wilson did not have a monopoly on
the hotel business. Competitors copied his ideas, and
today’s travelers have many choices of places to stay.

(10) Through a merger of companies, Wilson’s
chain was eventually taken over by another company.
Yet, Holiday Inns still offer service, quality, and low
cost to traveling families. Today, people around the
world can thank Kemmons Wilson for the inexpensive,
good-quality hotels that they enjoy.

Each entence below refers to a numbered sentence in the passage. Write the letter of
the choice that gives the sentence a meaning that is closest to the original sentence.

______

1. This family crisis had
a. raising prices

brought out \Yilson’s talent for

_________

b. mathematics c. selling goods d. combining companies

______

2. Wilson purchased the local jukebox and brought music into
restaurants.
a. factory b. rights to sell c. unfilled orders d. machine

________

3. Because he believed that all

_________

created a new type of hotel.
a. workers b. children

should he welcomed equaHy, Wilson

c. sellers d. customers

‘V

.2
©

_______

4. Today, that chain has a

________

several hundred thousand rooms.
a. plan for b. shortage of c. regular customer of

C Business

d. tota) of
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______

5. Room prices have increased with

_______

a. rising prices b. overtime c. trade d. merchandise

____

6. You may have to wait while operators handle a(n)

_______

of calls.
a. combination b. buildup c. absence d. union

______

7. There, they can bask in the sun, swim, or shop at the stalls of the local —______

a. buyers
. b. artists c. sellers d. manufacturers

_______

8. They will observe local people

_______

their goods.
a. selling b. buying c. exchanging d. donating

_______

9. Of course, Wilson did not have a(n)

_______

the hotel business.
a. authority for b. interest in c. loan for ci. tontrol over

_______

10. Through a

_______

of companies, Wilson’s chain was eventually taken over by
another company.
a. combining b. taking apart c. bankruptcy d distribution

Indicate whether the statements below are TRUE or FALSE according to the passage.

1. ‘Wilson had a talent for creating successftil businesses.

2. Wilson misunderstood what customers wanted a hoteLto be.

_______

3. Wilson’s hotels still offer a good value.

W- ‘ i;.

Complete each sentePce so that it shows the meaning of the italicized word.

1. The patron was angry because

___________________________________________________________

2. Because of inflation

Complete the sentence by writing the correct form of the word shown in
parentheses. You may not need to change the form that is given.

8 1. After thetwo stores ___, both names were changed. (merger)

2. The owners of the frame store often exchanged goods by

_______with

the other
shopkeepers. (barter)

________________

3. A company may sell

_______as

a way to raise money and to expand. (franchise)

Lesson 30



4. Many people like to businesses close to where they live. (patron)

5. Someone always seems to

_________

the teacher’s attention. (monopoly)

6. All the scores were

________

because the math test was too easy. (inflation)

7. The for the new entertainment system is at least two weeks long.

(backlog)

8. The ice-cream

________

were very busy during the heat wave, (vendor

9. For tax purposes, retail stores are required to report the total value of their
(mventozy)

10. Some businesses are nonprofit; others are . (commerce)

Choose the answer that best describes the action or situation.

_______

1. What a person who is bartering is doing

a. trading b. combining c. granting rights d. listing

2. Something you might inventory

a. blades of grass b. bathtub water c. a coin collection d. passing clouds

3. A place where commerce would most likely occur

a. a school b. a police station c. a marketplace d. a charity event

________

4. Something that would most likely he hacklcgged in early September

a. caps and gowns b. school supplies c. New Years cards d. winter coats

5. The number of companies that have control of a monopoly

a. all b. sveral c. three d. one

________

6. Two things that might merge

a. two planets b. two mittens c. two trees d. two businesses

_______

7. Something a vendQr would vend

a. umbrellas b. eternal happiness c. higher prices d. personal satisfaction

________

8. A business franchise that a high-school student would be likely to buy

a. an oil company b. a paper route c. a sports team d. an airport

________

9. Something that would signal inflation

a. variable prices b. falling prices c. stable prices d. rising prices

_______

10. Something a patron would be likely to support by donating money

a. tax assessments b. home movies c. commdnity arts d. rising crime
0
l)

z
0
0
w
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________________________________________

Class:

____________________________________

The Value of Being Confused
By Barrett Smith

2018

Na one likes to feel confused, but could there actually be benefits to confusion? In this informational text
Barrett Smith explores whyfeeling confused is actually a good thing. As you reod, take notes on how people
respond to confusion.

[1] We’ve all felt confused before, and it can be one

of the most frustrating feelings to deal with.
Students might be confused about how to do a

math problem or finish a project. Young people
might be confused about who they are and what

to do in the future. No matter what is making us
confused, the feeling of not knowing what the
answers or solutions are can make us feel
useless, stupid, and cause us to worry.

A lot of people are hard on themselves and
others when there’s a lack of understanding.

People often tend to think the person who has all

of the answers is smarter than the one who asks

a lot of questions. Because of the negative judgment that surrounds confusion, people often try to hide

their confusion in a variety of ways. Instead of admitting or accepting that they don’t have the solution,

people sometimes try to pretend they have the answers. At other times, people make educated

guesses or create an answer even if they know it isn’t right.

Students are often guilty of hiding their lack of understanding. If confused about a topic in school, they

might pretend to know the answers. They can sometimes be embarrassed to ask questions. As young

individuals, they can be confused about who they are, and might try harder to behave in a particular

way. They can be too embarrassed to explore other groups or identities, afraid perhaps of being called

a “wanna-be”. They can be afraid people will know they’re confused.

But confusion might actually be a good thing. When we jump to an answer, we don’t have time to

explore and understand the thing we’re confused about. Fighting confusion ends up making us more

confused. Instead of fighting or trying to ignore your confusion, accepting it and taking the opportunity

to analyze what’s confusing can benefit our learning. In fact, scientific studies show that confusion

actually leads to deeper understanding. A 2004 study explored six moods that people feel while

learning, including frustrated, bored, and confused. They found that students who spent more of the

lesson confused learned the most. In another study, published in 2014, scientists tried to confuse

students by giving them contradicting1 information. Students who expressed confusion during the

lesson did better on the final test. Based on these studies, scientists believe being confused is a step to

learning. Not knowing the answer to a problem gives us space to look at different ways to solve it. The

feeling of confusion also motivates us to look more deeply into the problem. In the end, this helps us

understand the topic on a deeper level.

1 contradicting (noun): something that is opposite to something else
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IS] confusion isn’t just an important step to learning in school, it’s also important for learning who you are.
Psychologists call that sense of who you are identity. Your identity can involve being part of groups like
rare, gender, subcultures.2 Identity is also made up of your values and goals. People figure out their
identity in two steps. The first step is exploration, where you try out different groups and values and
see what fits. The next step is commitment, when you decide firmly about some parts of your identity.
Exploring your identity can feel very confusing. You might be afraid that people will judge you for going
through different phases or not committing to a group. But phases are completely natural. A study
published in the International journal of Behavioral Development found that people who do the most
exploring about who they are have better outcomes such as higher self-esteem later in life. Confusion
gives us the space to try new things and be creative. Allowing ourselves to be confused and ask
questions leads to deeper understanding, more learning, and higher self-confidence. So, try not to be
embarrassed when youre confused about something. Instead of trying to hide or fight your confusion,
try to resolve it by trying new things. Embrace the confusion and explore different solutions to your
problem. Sometimes being confused is hard, not just because we judge ourselves, but because it can
be frustrating. When we try over and over to understand something without making any progress, we
can feel defeated and stop caring! and eventually give up. Trying a new method, asking for help, or
researching different ways to approach the problem online can all be great resources to work through
your confusion. Before you give up, make sure you have someone to help you and the resources you
need to resolve your confusion,

‘The Value of Being Confused” by Barrett Smith, Copyright © 2018 by CommonLit, Inc This text is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.

2. a cultural group within a arger culture
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement best expresses the central ideas of the text?

A. Allowing yourself to feel confused is a necessary part of developing your brain
and understanding yourself.

B. Confusion is more important to intellectual growth than it is to understanding

your identity.

C. It takes a certain degree of self-confidence and maturity to admit that you don’t

have all the answers.

D. Feeling confused is something that will fade with time and experience as you
acquire all of the answers.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A. “No matter what is making us confused, the feeling of not knowing what the
answers or solutions are can make us feel useless, stupid, and cause us to

worry.” (Paragraph 1)

B, “Instead of admitting or accepting that they don’t have the solution, people
sometimes try to pretend they have the answers.” (Paragraph 2)

C. “Students are often guilty of hiding their lack of understanding. If confused
about a topic in school, they might pretend to know the answers.” (Paragraph 3)

D. “Confusion isn’t just an important step to learning in school, it’s also important
for learning who you are.” (Paragraph 5)

3. PART A: Which of the following describes the author’s main purpose in the text?

A. to provide readers with tools to overcome their confusion

B. to reassure readers that it’s completely normal to feel confused

C. to encourage readers to work through their confusion, rather than avoid it

D. to explore why teenagers are more susceptible to confusion than adults

4. PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A. ‘We’ve all felt confused before, and it can be one of the most frustrating feelings
to deal with.” (Paragraph 1)

B. “As young individuals they can be confused about who they are, and might try
harder to behave in a particular way.” (Paragraph 3)

C. “A 2004 study explored six moods that people feel while learning, including
frustrated, bored, and confused.” (Paragraph 4)

D. “Instead of trying to hide or fight your confusion, try to resolve it by trying new
things.” (Paragraph 5)
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5. Explain the relationship between confusion and growth in the text. Cite evidence from the
text to support your response.
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Name:
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The Medicine Bag
By Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve

1975

Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve is a member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe and writes chi1drens books that focus

on the experiences of Native Americans. In this short story a boys grandpa visits with the intention ofgiving

him a medicine bag, which is a small bag that contains medicine and is usually worn on the person. As you

read, take notes an how the narrator, Martin, feels about his grandpa.

[1] My kid sister Cheryl and I always bragged about

our Sioux1 grandpa, Joe Iron Shell. Our friends,

who had always lived in the city and only knew

about Indians from movies and TV, were

impressed by our stories. Maybe we exaggerated

and made Grandpa and the reservation sound

glamorous, but when we’d return home to Iowa

after our yearly summer visit to Grandpa, we

always had some exciting tale to tell.

We always had some authentic Sioux article to

show our listeners. One year Cheryl had new

moccasins2 that Grandpa had made. On another H11ot Leuthotd is licensed under cc

visit he gave me a small, round, flat rawhide drum

which was decorated with a painting of a warrior riding a horse. He taught me a real Sioux chant to

sing while I beat the drum with a leather-covered stick that had a feather on the end. Man, that really

made an impression.

We never showed our friends Grandpa’s picture. Not that we were ashamed of him, but because we

knew that the glamorous tales we told didn’t go with the real thing. Our friends would have laughed at

the picture, because Grandpa wasn’t tall and stately like TV Indians. His hair wasn’t in braids but hung

in stringy gray strands on his neck, and he was old. He was our great-grandfather, and he didn’t live in

a tepee, but all by himself in a part log, part tar-paper shack on the Rosebud Reservation in South

Dakota. So when Grandpa came to visit us, I was so ashamed and embarrassed I could’ve died.

There are a lot of yippy poodles and other fancy little dogs in our neighborhood, but they usually

barked singly at the mailman from the safety of their own yards. Now it sounded as if a whole pack of

mutts were barking together in one place.

[51 I got up and walked to the curb to see what the commotion3 was. About a block away I saw a crowd of

little kids yelling, with the dogs yipping and growling around someone who was walking down the

middle of the street.

1. groups of Natve American tribes in North Amerka

2. a soft lea:her shoe

3. Commotion (noun): a state of confused and noisy disturbance
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I watched the group as it slowly came closer and saw that in the center of the strange procession4 was
a man wearing a tall black hat. He’d pause now and then to peer at something in his hand and then at
the houses on either side of the street. I felt cold and hot at the same time as I recognized the man.
“Oh, no!” I whispered. “It’s Grandpa!”

I stood on the curb, unable to move even though I wanted to run and hide. Then I got mad when I saw
how the yippy dogs were growling and nipping at the old man’s baggy pant legs and how wearily he
poked them away with his cane. “Stupid mutts.” I said as I ran to rescue Grandpa.

When I kicked and hollered at the dogs to get away, they put their tails between their legs and
scattered. The kids ran to the curb, where they watched me and the old man.

“Grandpa,” I said, and felt pretty dumb when my voice cracked. I reached for his beat-up old tin
suitcase, which was tied shut with a rope. But he set it down right in the street and shook my hand.

[10 “Hau, Takoza, Grandchild,” he greeted me formally5 in Sioux.

All I could do was stand there with the whole neighborhood watching and shake the hand of the
leather-brown old man. I saw how his gray hair straggled from under his big black hat, which had a
drooping feather in its crown. His rumpled black suit hung like a sack over his stooped frame. As he
shook my hand, his coat fell open to expose a bright-red satin shirt with a beaded bob tie under the
collar. His get-up wasnt out of place on the reservation, but it sure was here, and I wanted to sink right
through the pavement.

“Hi,” I muttered with my head down. I tried to pull my hand away when I felt his bony hand trembling,
and looked up to see fatigue6 in his face. I felt like crying. I couldn’t think of anything to say, sol picked
up Grandpa’s suitcase, took his arm, and guided him up the driveway to our house.

Mom was standing on the steps. I don’t know how long she’d been watching, but her hand was over
her mouth and she looked as if she couldn’t believe wha: she saw. Then she ran to us.

“Grandpa,” she gasped. “How in the world did you get here?”

[15] She checked her move to embrace Grandpa, and I remembered that such a display of affection is
unseemly to the Sioux and would embarrass him.

“Hau, Marie,” he said as he shook Mom’s hand. She smiled and took his other arm.

As we supported him up the steps, the door banged open and Cheryl came bursting out of the house.
She was all smiles and was so obviously glad to see Grandpa that I was ashamed of howl felt.

“Grandpa!” she yelled happily. “You came to see us!”

Grandpa smiled and Mom and I let go of him as he stretched out his arms to my ten-year-old sister,
who was still young enough to be hugged.

4. Procession (noun): people moving forward in an orderly fashion, like a parade
5. Formal (odjecrive): doing something seriously according to established rules
6. Fatigue (noun): extreme tiredness
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[20] “Wicincala, little girl,” he greeted her, and then collapsed.

He had fainted. Mom and I carried him into her sewing room, where we had a spare bed.

After we had Grandpa on the bed, Mom stood there helplessly patting his shoulder.

“Shouldn’t we call the doctor, Mom?’ I suggested, since she didn’t seem to know what to do.

“Yes,” she agreed, with a sigh. “You make Grandpa comfortable, Martin.”

125] I reluctantly moved to the bed. I knew Grandpa wouldn’t want to have Mom undress him, but I didn’t

want to, either. He was so skinny and frail’ that his coat slipped off easily. When I loosened his tie and

opened his shirt collar, I felt a small leather pouch that hung from a thong around his neck. I left it

alone and moved to remove his boots. The scuffed old cowboy boots were tight and he moaned as I

put pressure on his legs to jerk them off. I put the boots on the floor and saw why they fit so tight. Each

one was stuffed with money. I looked at the bills that lined the boots and started to ask about them,

but Grandpa’s eyes were closed again.

Mom came back with a basin of water. “The doctor thinks Grandpa is suffering from heat exhaustion,”

she explained as she bathed Grandpa’s face. Mom gave a big sigh, “Oh hinh, Martin. How do you

suppose he got here?’

We found out after the doctor’s visit. Grandpa was angrily sitting up in bed while Mom tried to feed

him some soup.

‘Tonight you let Marie feed you, Grandpa,” spoke my dad, who had gotten home from work just as the

doctor was leaving.

“You’re not really sick,” he said as he gently pushed Grandpa back against the pillows. “The doctor said

you just got too tired and hot after your long trip.”

[30] Grandpa relaxed, and between sips of soup he told us of his journey. Soon after our visit to him

Grandpa decided that he would like to see where his only living descendants8 lived and what our home

was like. Besides, he admitted sheepishly,9 he was lonesome after we left,

I knew everybody felt as guilty as I did — especially Mom. Mom was all Grandpa had left. So even after

she married my dad, who’s a white man and teaches in the college in our city, and after Cheryl and I

were born, Mom made sure that every summer we spent a week with Grandpa.

I never thought that Grandpa would be lonely after our visits, and none of us noticed how old and

weak he had become. But Grandpa knew and so he came to us. He had ridden on buses for two and a

half days. When he arrived in the city, tired and stiff from sitting for so long, he set out, walking, to find

us.

7. Frail (adjective): weak or fragile

8. Descendant (noun): someone who is related to a person who lived in the past

9. Sheepish (adjective): showing embarrassment from shame or lack of confidence
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He had stopped to rest on the steps of some building downtown and a policeman found him. The cop,
according to Grandpa, was a good man who took him to the bus stop and waited until the bus came
and told the driver to let Grandpa out at Bell View Drive. After Grandpa got off the bus, he started
walking again. But he couldnt see the house numbers on the other side when he walked on the
sidewalk, so he walked in the middle of the street. That’s when all the little kids and dogs followed him.

I knew everybody felt as bad as I did. Yet I was proud of this eighty-six-year-old man, who had never
been away from the reservation, having the courage to travel so far alone.

[35] “You found the money in my boots?” he asked Mom.

“Martin did,” she answered, and roused herself to scold. “Grandpa, you shouldn’t have carried so much
money. What if someone had stolen it from you?”

Grandpa laughed. “I would’ve known if anyone tried to take the boots off my feet. The money is what
I’ve saved for a long time — a hundred dollars — for my funeral. But you take it now to buy groceries
so that I won’t be a burden1° to you while lam here.”

“Thatwon’t be necessary, Grandpa,” Dad said. “We are honored to have you with us and you will never
be a burden. lam only sorry that we never thought to bring you home with us this summer and spare
you the discomfort of a long trip.”

Grandpa was pleased. “Thank you,” he answered. “But do not feel bad that you didn’t bring me with
you, for I would not have come then. It was rot time” He said this in such a way that no one could
argue with him. To Grandpa and the Sioux, he once told me, a thing would be done when it was the
right time to do it and that’s the way it was.

[40] “Also,” Grandpa went on, looking at me, “I have come because it is soon time for Martin to have the
medicine bag.”

We all knew what that meant. Grandpa thought he was going to die and he had to follow the tradition
of his family to pass the medicine bag, along with its history, to the oldest male child.

“Even though the boy,” he said, still looking at me, “bears a white man’s name, the medicine bag will be
his.”

I didnt know what to say. I had the same hot and cold feeling that I had when I first saw Grandpa in the
street. The medicine bag was the dirty leather pouch I had found around his neck. “I could never wear
such a thing,” I almost said aloud. I thought of having my friends see it in gym class, at the swimming
poo1, and could imagine the smart things they would say. But I just swallowed hard and took a step
toward the bed. I knew I would have to take it.

But Grandpa was tired. “Not now, Martin,” he said, waving his hand in dismissal, “it is not time. Now I
will sleep.”

10. Burden (noun): a difficult responsibility
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[45] So that’s how Grandpa came to be with us for two months. My friends kept asking to come see the old

man, but I put them off. I told myself that I didn’t want them laughing at Grandpa. But even as I made

excuses, I knew it wasn’t Grandpa that I was afraid they’d laugh at.

Nothing bothered Cheryl about bringing her friends to see Grandpa. Every day after school started,

there’d be a crew of giggling little girls or round-eyed little boys crowded around the old man on the

patio, where he’d gotten in the habit of sitting every afternoon.

Grandpa would smile in his gentle way and patiently answer their questions, or he’d tell them stories of

brave warriors, ghosts, animals, and the kids listened in awed silence. Those little guys thought

Grandpa was great.

Finally, one day after school, my friends came home with me because nothing I said stopped them.

‘We’re going to see the great Indian of Bell View Drive,” said Hank, who was supposed to be my best

friend. “My brother has seen him three times, so he oughta be well enough to see us.”

When we got to my house, Grandpa was sitting on the patio. He had on his red shirt, but today he also

wore a fringed leather vest that was decorated with beads. Inslead of his usual cowboy boots he had

solidly beaded moccasins on his feet that stuck out of his black trousers. Of course, he had his old

black hat on — he was seldom without it, But it had been brushed and the feather in the beaded

headband was proudly erect, its tip a brighter white. His hair lay in silver strands over the red shirt

collar,

[50] I stared just as my friends did and I heard one of them murmur, ‘Wow!”

Grandpa looked up and when his eyes met mine, they twinkled as if he were laughing inside. He

nodded to me and my face got all hot. I could tell that he had known all along I was afraid he’d

embarrass me in front of my friends.

“Hau, hoksilas, boys,” he greeted, and held out his hand.

My buddies passed in a single file and shook his hand asi introduced them. They were so polite I

almost laughed. “How, there, Grandpa,” and even a “How do you do, sir.”

injou look fine, Grandpa,” I said as the guys sat on the lawn chairs or on the patio floor,

[55]”Hanh, yes,” he agreed. “When I woke up this morning, it seemed the right time to dress in the good

clothes. I knew that my grandson would be bringing his friends.”

‘‘ou guys want some lemonade or something?’ I offered, No one answered. They were listening to

Grandpa as he started telling how he’d killed the deer from which his vest was made.

Grandpa did most of the talking while my friends were there. I was so proud of him and amazed at

how respectfully quiet my buddies were. Mom had to chase them home at suppertime. As they left,

they shook Grandpa’s hand again and said to me:

“Martin, he’s really great!”
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“Yeah, man! Don’t blame you for keeping him to yourself.”

[60] “Can we come back?” But after they left, Mom said, “No more visitors for a while, Martin. Grandpa won’t
admit it, but his strength hasn’t returned. He likes having company, but it tires him.”

That evening Grandpa called me to his room before he went to sleep. “Tomorrow,” he said, “when you
come home, it will be time to give you the medicine bag.”

I felt a hard squeeze from where my heart is supposed to be and was scared, but I answered, “OK,
Grandpa.”

All night I had weird dreams about thunder and lightning on a high hill, Prom a distance I heard the
slow beat of a drum. When I woke up in the morning, I felt as if hadn’t slept at all. At school it seemed
as if the day would never end and when it finally did, I ran home.

Grandpa was in his room, sitting on the bed. The shades were down and the place was dim and cool. I
sat on the floor in front of Grandpa, but he didn’t even look at me. After what seemed a long time, he
spoke.

[65) “I sent your mother and sister away. What you will hear today is only for a man’s ears. What you will
receive is only for a man’s hands.” He fell silent and I felt shivers down my back.

“My father in his early manhood,” Grandpa began, made a vision qJest to find a spirit guide for his life.
You cannot understand how it was in that time, when the great Teton Sioux were first made to stay on
the reservation. There was a strong need for guidance from Wakantanka, the Great Spirit.1’ But too
many of the young men were filled with despair and hatred. They thought it was hopeless to search for
a vision when the glorious life was gone and only the hated confines of a reservation lay ahead. But my
father held to the old ways.

“He carefully prepared for his quest with a purifying12 sweat bath and then he went alone to a high
butte13 top to fast and pray. After three days he received his sacred14 dream — in which he found, after
long searching, the white man’s iron. He did not understand his vision of finding something belonging
to the white people, for in that time they were the enemy. When he came down from the butte to
cleanse himself at the stream below, he found the remains of a campfire and the broken shell of an
iron kettle. This was a sign which reinforced his dream. He took a piece of the iron for his medicine
bag, which he had made of elk skin years before, to prepare for his quest.

“He returned to his village, where he told his dream to the wise old men of the tribe. They gave him the
name Iron Shell, but neither did they understand the meaning of the dream. This first Iron Shell kept
the piece of iron with him at all times and believed it gave him protection from the evils of those
unhappy days.

11. a supreme being, god, or spiritual force in Native American culture
12. Purify(verb): to clean or make pure
13. an isolated hill
14. Sacred (odjective): highly valued or important, particularly because of a connection to a god or religion
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“Then a terrible thing happened to Iron Shell. He and several other young men were taken from their

homes by the soldiers and sent far away to a white man’s boarding school. He was angry and

lonesome for his parents and the young girl he had wed before he was taken away. At first Iron Shell

resisted the teachers’ attempts to change him and he did not try to learn. One day it was his turn to

work in the school’s blacksmith shop. As he walked into the place, he knew that his medicine had

brought him there to learn and work with the white man’s iron.

[70] “Iron Shell became a blacksmith and worked at the trade when he returned to the reservation, All of

his life he treasured the medicine bag. When he was old and I was a man, he gave it to me, for no one

made the vision quest anymore.”

Grandpa quit talking and I stared in disbelief as he covered his face with his hands. His shoulders were

shaking with quiet sobs and I looked away until he began to speak again.

“I kept the bag until my son, your mother’s father, was a man and had to leave us to fight in the war

across the ocean. I gave him the bag, for I believed it would protect him in battle, but he did not take it

with him. He was afraid that he would lose it. He died in a faraway place.”

Again Grandpa was still and I felt his grief around me.

“My son,” he went on after clearing his throat, “had only a daughter and it is not proper for her to know

of these things.”

[75] He unbuttoned his shirt, pulled out the leather pouch, and lifted it over his head. He held it in his hand,

turning it over and over as if memorizing how it looked.

“In the bag,” he said as he opened it and removed two objects, “is the broken shell of the iron kettle, a

pebble from the butte, and a piece of the sacred sage.” He held the pouch upside down and dust

drifted down.

“After the bag is yours, you must put a piece of prairie sage within and never open it again until you

pass it on to your son.” He replaced the pebble and the piece of iron and tied the bag.

I stood up, somehow knowing I should. Grandpa slowly rose from the bed and stood upright in front of

me, holding the bag before my face. I closed my eyes and waited for him to slip it over my head. But he

spoke.

“No, you need not wear it.” He placed the soft leather bag in my right hand and closed my other hand

over it. “It would not be right to wear it in this time and place, where no one will understand. Put it

safely away until you are again on the reservation.

[80] Wear it then, when you replace the sacred sage.”

Grandpa turned and sat again on the bed. Wearily he leaned his head against the pillow. “Go,” he said,

“1 will sleep now.”

“Thank you, Grandpa,” I said softly, and left with the bag in my hands.
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That night Mom and Dad took Grandpa to the hospital. Two weeks later stood alone on the lonely
prairie of the reservation and put the sacred sage in my medicine bag.

“The Medicine Bsg”from Grcndoa was a Ca.vboy and an Indian, published by University of Nebraska Press Lincofrc NE. Copyright ©2000 by
Virginia Vrivng Hawk so eve.
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

PART A: Which statement expresses the main theme of the short story?

A. Ones culture and the traditions associated with it are something to be proud of,
not ashamed.

B. Younger generations tend to not have the same respect for traditions that the
older generation do.

C. People can often be cruel or unkind towards people and practices that they
don’t understand.

D. Physical objects can help people feel connected to their loved ones, even once
they are gone.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A. “Our friends would have laughed at the picture, because Grandpa wasn’t tall and
stately like TV Indians.” (Paragraph 3)

B. “To Grandpa and the Sioux, he once told me, a thing would be done when it was
the right time to do it and that’s the way it was. / ‘Also,’ Grandpa went on,
looking at me, ‘I have come because it is soon time for Martin to have the
medicine bag.” (Paragraphs 39-40)

C. “‘I gave him the bag, for I believed it would protect him in battle, but he did not
take it with him. He was afraid that he would lose it. He died in a faraway place.”
(Paragraph 72)

D. “Thapk you, Grandpa,’ I said softly, and left with the bag in my hands. / That
night Mom and Dad took Grandpa to the hospital. Two weeks later I stood alone
on the lonely prairie of the reservation and put the sacred sage in my medicine
bag.” (Paragraphs 82-83)

3. PART A: How does hearing his grand pa’s story about the medicine bag affect Martin?

A. It causes him to believe his grandpa about the medicine bag’s protective
powers.

B. It makes him fearful of what might happen if he refuses to wear the medicine
bag.

C. It helps him understand the significance of the medicine bag and be more
accepting of wearing it.

D. It causes him to be skeptical about whether or not the medicine bag can truly
protect him.

4. PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A. “He was afraid that he would lose it. He died in a faraway place.” (Paragraph 72)
B. “Again Grandpa was still and I felt his grief around me.” (Paragraph 73)
C. “I closed my eyes and waited for him to slip it over my head.” (Paragraph 78)
D. “It would not be right to wear it in this time and place, where no one will

understand.” (Paragraph 79)

9



4

[!!J COMMONLIT

5. PART A: In the passage, how do Martin and Cheryl’s points of view towards their grandpa
compare?

A. Martin and Cheryl are both embarrassed by how their grandpa presents
himself.

B. Martin and Cheryl are both proud of their grandpa and his culture.
C. Martin is proud of his grandpa, while Cheryl is embarrassed by how he dresses.
D. Martin is initially embarrassed by his grandpa, while Cheryl is unbothered.

6. PART B: Which section from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A. “My kid sister Cheryl and I always bragged about our Sioux grandpa, joe Iron
Shell.” (Paragraph 1)

B. “Not that we were ashamed of him, but because we knew that the glamorous
tales we told didn’t go with the real thing.” (Paragraph 3)

C. “As we supported him up the steps, the door banged open and Cheryl came
bursting out of the house. She was all smiles and was so obviously glad to see
Grandpa that I was ashamed of howl felt.” (Paragraph 17)

0. “But it had been brushed and the feather in the beaded headband was proudly
erect, its tip a brighter white. His hair lay in silver strands over the red shirt
collar.” (Paragraph 49)

7. How do Martin’s feelings about the medicine bag change over the course of the story?
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